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Editorial

What is everyday life? Who has the power to create it? How does everyday life 
change during war or natural disasters? Is everyday life in an authoritarian state 
different from life in a democratic country? How do everyday lives differ? The ar­
ticles in this volume address these questions by analysing everyday life in different 
historical and political periods, in Lithuania, Ukraine, Macedonia and Bulgaria. The 
authors use ethnographic and historical analysis to invoke and explore everyday 
life. They illustrate how the social and political contexts, as well as structural po
wers, shape everyday life. This volume continues the scholarly discussion started 
by A. Čepaitienė and other authors in Lithuanian Ethnology No 4 in 2014, by looking 
at the topic of varieties of everyday life in different societies and in different con­
texts, and exploring the boundaries between the everyday and the extraordinary. 

Tomas Vaiseta and Neringa Klumbytė explore everyday life in the Soviet 
authoritarian regime by focusing on a psychiatric hospital and its patients 
(Vaiseta), and on the communication between editors and readers of the humour 
and satire journal ‘The Broom’ about the shortcomings of everyday socialist life 
(Klumbytė). Maryna Bazylevych, Brittany Anderson and Mykolė Lukošienė 
investigate everyday life marked by uncertainty and insecurity, in the context 
of the war in Ukraine (Bazylevych, Anderson), and natural disaster in western 
Lithuania (Lukošienė). Rima Praspaliauskienė investigates the practice of giving 
‘envelopes’ to doctors and care providers in health-care institutions in Lithuania, 
and Kristina Šliavaitė analyses the practice of collective gift-giving at schools 
in Lithuania. Elana Resnick and Fabio Mattioli explore protests in Bulgaria 
(Resnick) and Macedonia (Mattioli). Their articles show how the boundaries 
between protests and the everyday can be disrupted and negotiated (Resnick), 
how protest can become a part of everyday life (Resnick), and how everyday 
‘normalcy’ rather than protest can become a political imperative (Mattioli).

The papers in this volume give detailed ethnographic descriptions and use 
diverse sources and methods to explore everyday life in different societies and in 
different historical periods. They remind some of us, and allow others to learn, 
about some aspects of everyday life in the Soviet period in Lithuania. They also 
show the different everyday lives of various social strata within Lithuania and 
outside it. The articles inform us that we are not the only authors of our everyday 
life, which is structured by power relations, the social and political contexts, and 
even untamed nature. 

Neringa Klumbytė
Kristina Šliavaitė


