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REDAKTORES ZODIS

sklaida tur¢jo jrakos padidéjusiam Vilniaus miestiediy susirtipinimui savo atzaly
ugdymu, o turtingesni pirkliai testamentuose numatydavo gana daug lesy vaiky
edukacijai. Todél jau XVIII a. pabaigoje Vilniaus miestie¢iams buvo svarbu uzti-
krinti savo atZaloms atitinkamg i$silavinima, kuris galéjo garantuoti jiems geresnj
gyvenima ateityje.

Poky¢ius XVIII a. antrosios pusés Vilniaus mieste liudija ir Ratos Miskiny-
tés atliktas tyrimas. Atskleidusi dvejopa elgety padétj Ankstyvuju naujujy laiky
visuomengéje, autoré parodo, kad elgety teisiné padétis Lietuvos sostinéje pasikeité
po 1786 m. Abiejy Tauty Respublikos valdovo Stanislovo Augusto universalo dél
elgety jgyvendinimo. Visoje valstybéje, o kartu ir Vilniuje karési naujos institu-
cijos, turéjusios pertvarkyti karitatyvine miesto sistema, o i§ jy reik§mingiausios
elgetoms buvo Vilniaus $pitoliy deputacija ir Lietuvos $pitoliy komisija. XVIII a.
pabaigoje keitési ne tik elgety teisiné padétis, bet ir Kataliky baznycios hierarchy
bei valdZios institucijy retorika elgety atzvilgiu. Elgetos tapo nepageidaujami
vieSosiose erdvése, o pagrindiniu $io socialinio sluoksnio atstovy naudingumo
kriterijumi kitiems tapo ne maldos uZ sielas, o galimybé dirbrti.

Trediojoje temineje XVIII amziaus studijy dalyje ,,Vilnius - kultiiros $vie-
sulys” susitelkiama j Vilniaus kaip Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstytés $vietimo
centro istorija. AStuonioliktojo §imtmecio Vilniaus mokyklas pristato Janinos
Kamiriskos straipsnis ,Vilniaus mokymo ir lavinimo institucijos XVIII a. antrojoje
puséje”. Ewa Kula gilinasi | buvusiy jézuity jsitraukimg j reformuotos edukacinés
sistemos institucijy veikla (,Vilniaus eksjézuitai Tautinés edukacinés komisijos
tarnyboje®), o Ina Kazuro nauju Zvilgsniu pazvelgia j istoriografijoje paplitusj
Tautinés edukacinés komisijos laiky Vilniaus universiteto — Lietuvos DidZziosios
Kunigaikstystés Vyriausiosios mokyklos — grafinj vaizdg, tapusj it XVIII amzians
studijy skiriamaja vinjete. Mokslininkés tyrimas parodo, kad knygos gravitra gali
tapti unikaliu Vilniaus universiteto istorijos tyrimy $altiniu, liudijan¢iu sumanyty,
bet nespéty jgyvendinti pertvarkymy masta.

Ketvirtojoje leidinio dalyje ,,Vilniaus vardai ir veidai“ publikuojami du
straipsniai, pla¢iau supazindinantys su dviejy skirtingy sri¢iy atstovy — dailinin-
ko ir mokslininko — veikla Vilniuje XVIII a. antrojoje puséje. Rita Janoniene
atskleidZia iki $iol mazai zinoma dailininko Konstantino Ottosielskio gyvenimo
ir kiirybos istorija (,Gimes Ukrainoje, tapes vilniediu: dailininkas Konstantinas
Ottosielskis (1739-1809)), o Paulina Paul gilinasi j botaniko, Vilniaus uni-
versiteto gamtos istorijos profesoriaus, kunigo Stanislovo Bonifaco Jundzilo
(1761-1847) veikla rupinantis Vilniaus universiteto botanikos sodo ir gamtos
istorijos kabineto kolekeijy saugojimu ir jy i$plétimu iki auksto europinio lygio
edukaciniy ir tyrimy erdviy XVIII a. pabaigos — XIX a. pradzios Vilniuje.
(»Ap3vietos muziejaus samprata mokslinéje ir pedagoginéje kun. Stanislovo
Bonifaco Jundzilo veikloje®).
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10-ajame XVIII amZiaus studijy tome publikuojami straipsniai liudija, kad
nepaisant nuniokojimy ir nelaimiy, patirey XVII a. viduryje ir XVIII a. pradZioje,
Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés sostiné palaipsniui atsigavo ir sustipréjo.
Per visg aStuonioliktajj amziy Vilnius iSliko reik§mingiausias Lietuvos miestas,
politinis, dvasinis ir ekonominis centras, kur vyko svarbiausi politiniai Lietuvos

Didziosios Kunigaikstystés jvykiai ir skleidési intensyvus kulttrinis gyvenimas.

Ramune szgelskyté—Sm/eimé
Vilnius, 2024 m. spalis



A WORD FROM THE EDITOR

The 70oth anniversary of Lithuania’s eternal capital Vilnius in 2023 was met with
great celebration and commemoration, leaving us with a bountiful harvest of
anniversary-related research, projects, culture and art events, as well as scholarly
and popular science publications. The main axes of research initiated by and of
interest to the academic community were the periods of the establishment of
Vilnius, its expansion and flourishing. New data about the early period of Vilnius
came from archaeologists’ research, which presented the history of Vilnius before
it was Vilnius,' the 16th-century capital’s history was enriched by the publication
prepared and published by Zigmantas Kiaupa and Raimonda Ragauskiené before
the anniversary year,* while readers could gain deeper knowledge of the contexts
of the city community’s existence and the city’s spatial and social development
from the Lithuanian Institute of History scholars” analytical works and source
publications dedicated to these issues.? Research of Vilnius’ demographic situation
received new insights and fundamental works* as well as an analysis of unrealised
visionary 20th-century projects that allowed “feeling the spirit of different peri-
ods, learning about alternative opportunities for the development of Vilnius and
gaining a better understanding of the city’s formation”s There were also poetry
publications revealing the contexts of 700 centuries of religious life in Vilnius
where, in the words of Mindaugas Kvietkauskas and Alvydas Slepikas, “classical
texts [met with] the works of 21st-century young poets, famous and still unheard
voices quelled by history, and poems written in the various languages of the city”*
while fans of early writing were treated to a new edition of Gratulatio Vilnae.” This

v Gedimino miesto ausra. Seniausias Vilniaus medinis pastatas ir unikaliausi jo radiniai: parodos
katalogas, 2023 o1 25-006 25 [Vilnius] / The Dawn of Gediminas’ City. The Oldest Preserved Wo-
oden Building in Vilnius and its Most Unique Artefacts, katalogo sudarytojos Zivilé Mikailiené,
Ramuné Smigelskyté-Stukiené, Vilnius: Nacionalinis muziejus Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaiks-
tystés valdovy rimai, 2023.

> Zigmantas Kiaupa, 1522—1526/1536 m. visuomeniniai susirémimai Vilniuje: istakos, eiga, pasekmeés,
Vilnius: Lietuvos istorijos institutas, 2021; Raimonda Ragauskiené, Vilniaus ,,aukso amzius': mies-
to gyventojai ir sveciai XV1 a. 6-7-ajame de., Vilnius: Lietuvos istorijos institutas, 2021.

3 Mindaugas Klovas, Elmantas Meilus, Antoni K. Urmaniski, Oksana Valionien¢, Vilniaus so-
ciotopografijos metmenys XIV-XVIII a., Vilnius: Lietuvos istorijos institutas, 2022; Trys XV~
XVII a. Vilniaus valdZios ir gyventojy sqrasai, parenge ir sudaré Mindaugas Klovas, Elmantas
Meilus, Antoni K. Urmariski, Vilnius: Lietuvos istorijos institutas, 2021.

4 Vitalija Stravinskiené, Migruojantis Vilnius: 19151994 metai, Vilnius: Lietuvos istorijos institu-
tas, 2023.

s Marija Drémaité, Rasa Antanavicitee, Nejgyvendintas Vilnius, Vilnius: leidykla ,,Lapas®, 2021, p. 9.

6 Maciau Vilniy: poezijos antologija pirmajo Vilniaus paminéjimo 700 mety sukakdéiai, sudarytojai Min-
daugas Kvietkauskas, Alvydas SICpikas, [Vilnius]: Vilnius UNESCO literatiiros miestas, 2023.

7 Vilniaus pasveikinimas / Gratulatio Vilnae: XVI-XVIII a. teksty rinkinys, sudaré Eugenija Ul&i-
naité, verté Dalia Dilyté [ir kiti]; iliustratorius Marius Jonutis. Antras pataisytas leidimas, Vil-
nius: Lietuviy literatiros ir tautosakos institutas, 202.4.
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collection showed once again that the Vilnius theme held an important place in
16th-18th-century literature coming from the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, that
contemporaries perceived Vilnius “as Lithuania’s capital, a centre of science, cul-
ture, politics and trade, a witness to and signifier of Lithuania’s historical past. It
was the place of activity of Lithuania’s rulers, magnates, state actors and Church
heirarchs, a stage for the activity of academic life, a space for the realisation of
various theatrical and para-theatrical events, and a reflection of 16th~18th-century
realia in Lithuania”® The history of Vilnius was described by scholars from the
Lithuanian Institute of History and published in a three-volume synthesis,’ while
staff from the Martynas MaZzvydas National Library of Lithuania systematised
academic works dedicated to Vilnius in a special bibliography.™

Looking back on studies into the history of Vilnius in retrospect, it is clear
that in the broad field of historical, archacological, demographic and cultural
discussions, the history of Vilnius as the capital of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania
during its period of decline, which began simultaneously with the Muscovite
occupation, remains on the margins of research.” This problem was discussed
more widely for the first time in December 2022 at an international scientific
conference of 18th-century researchers entitled “Vilnius — capital of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania”. Participants at this now traditional conference discussed
what 18th-century Vilnius was really like, how the face of the city changed, what
ties linked the state centre of Vilnius with the periphery, how Vilnius™ political
status changed (if at all), also, its place in the economic, social, religious and cul-
tural life of the powiat (district), voivodeship, diocese and state over the course
of the century. The literary inspiration for these ponderings was the idea written
down back in 1761 by the Jesuit Academy student Jézef Chetlmowski:

all the most famous cities [...] must have three things: glory, utility
and beauty, and if at least one of these are missing, it may not be
regarded among the most famous. The city we speak of has all these
three things, and while it may not surpass other cities in these aspects
it most certainly equals them. [...] this city is the beacon of the whole
Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the pride of our country, the nurturer of
many eminent people, a home of the arts, a sight for literature and

8 Eugenija Ul¢inaite, Vilnius XVI-XVIII amzZiaus Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstijos literatiiro-
je, in: Ibid., p. 72.

9 Vilniaus istorija, t. 1-3, Vilnius: Lietuvos istorijos institutas, 2024.

10 Vilnius: bibliografijos rodyklé, d. 1: Mokslo darbai 1990-2022 m., sudarytojas Tomas Petreikis,
Vilnius: Lietuvos nacionaliné M. Mazvydo biblioteka, 2023.

11 Cf. Elmantas Meilus, Apybraiza apie trijy sostiniy (Vilniaus, Var§uvos ir Krokuvos) likimus
»Ivano® metu, in: Lietuvos DidZiosios Kunigaikstystés istorijos atodangos, Vilnius: Lietuvos isto-
rijos institutas, 2016, p. 430—440.
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fine art, a grand shrine of justice, and the most formidable fortress of
faith and religion.”

The main accents at the conference focused on Vilnius as a centre of political,
military and religious life, Vilnius as a city and space for burghers’ lives, and the
significance of Vilnius as the beacon of science and culture in the Grand Duchy
of Lithuania in the 18th century. The assessments presented at the conference
inspired the compilation of a volume of Eighreenth-Century Studies dedicated
to Vilnius, while the thematic axes crystallised during the discussions became
guidelines for the chapters in this publication.

The first part of this 1oth volume of Eighteenth-Century Studies titled
“Vilnius - the centre of political life” reveals the multifaceted nature of life
in the capital of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania — the political, military, legal
and religious centre of the state. Mindaugas Sapoka’s research “Vilnius after the
outbreak of war and pestilence” leads us into an exploration of everyday life in
Vilnius, which had just survived the turmoil of the Great Northern War. In his
article Sapoka uses new archival source material to illustrate the losses experienced
by society and by the representatives of different social classes living in the city,
while also revealing aspects of daily city life.

The research by Bernadetta Many$ unveils life in the capital of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania in the mid-18th century through information recorded in
the journal kept by the Vilnius Voivode Michal Kazimierz Radziwilt Rybenko
(1702-1762). An article by Robertas Jurgaitis presents the activities of the nobility’s
political institutes — the sejmiks — in regard to the peripeteia surrounding the func-
tioning of the Vilnius Voivodeship’s central district tribunal sejmik. The research
by Andrei Macuk “The activities of the Vilnius coadjutor Jézef Stanistaw Sapieha
in Vilnius” presents the magnates’ interests in the capital city and the political
activities of Church heirarchs in Vilnius during the reign of Augustus III, while
Dominikas Burba uses archival court case data to present legal proceedings between
the Pac magnates and monasteries in Vilnius (“Trials of the Pacowie family against
the monasteries of Vilnius in the 18th century: content, trends and course of the
cases”). Mariusz Machynia’s article supplements our knowledge of relations between
the army dislocated in the state capital and the city authorities and residents with
new data, being dedicated especially to the Vilnius garrison in the epoch of the last
monarch of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, Stanislaus August.

The second part of the publication focuses on problems with the devel-
opment of the city and its residents, highlighting three aspects of this theme:

12 Cited from: Jézef Chelmowski, Speech glorifying the city of Vilnius. Translated from Latin to
Lithuanian by Eugenija Ul¢inaité, in: Vilniaus pasveikinimas / Gratulatio Vilnae: XVI-XVIII a.
teksty rinkinys, p. 449.

IS
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the city’s financial capabilities (Mindaugas Klovas), residents’ relations with the
educational system (Violeta Pansevi¢) and the attitudes of society in Vilnius city
towards beggars and begging (Rata Miskinyte).

The issue of Vilnius’ debts discussed in Mindaugas Klovas’ article allows for
a clear identification of the reasons for the treasury’s deficit, among which the
most important was the funding allocated by the city for the maintenance of the
Russian army.

The dynamics of cultural change in the capital are revealed in Violeta Pan-
sevi€s research of city residents’ last wills and testaments. The author provides
arguments to show that up to the establishment of the Commission of National
Education, the last wills of Vilnius residents showed little evidence of attention
being given to children’s education. It was mostly only wealthier burghers who
saw to the education of their offspring, and even this was not such a widespread
phenomenon. However, with the resurgence of economic life in Vilnius in the last
quarter of the 18th century, improvements to the material situation of merchants
and craftspeople, as well as the Commission of National Education’s concern
for teaching and education arising from the spread of Enlightenment-era ideas,
Vilnius burghers were seen to show greater concern for the education of their
offspring, while wealthier merchants set aside significant funds in their last wills
and testaments to secure an education for their children. This is why already by
the end of the 18th century, Vilnius burghers found it important to ensure their
offspring would be suitably educated, which could guarantee a better life for
them in the future.

Changes in the city of Vilnius dating to the second half of the 18th century
are also witnessed in the research conducted by Rata Miskinyté. Having revealed
the ambiguous situation of beggars in early modern period society, the author
showed that the legal situation of beggars in the Lithuanian capital changed after
the implementation of the 1789 legal document regarding beggars declared by
the monarch of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth Stanislaus August. New
institutions were being established across the whole state, including Vilnius, which
were meant to reform the caritative system in the city, the most significant among
them regarding beggars was the founding of the Deputation of Shelters in Vilnius
and the Commission of Lithuanian Shelters. Besides changes to the legal situation
of this social class in the late 18th century we learn that Catholic Church heirarchs
and government institutions also changed their rhetoric regarding beggars. Now
seen as undesirable in public spaces, the main criterion of utility of representatives
of this social class was no longer their prayers for the souls of alms-givers but their
potential to perform labour.

The third part of Eighteenth-Century Studies entitled “Vilnius — a beacon

of culture” focuses on the history of Vilnius as the centre for education in the
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Grand Duchy of Lithuania. Janina Kamiriska’s article “Teaching and educational
institutions in Vilnius in the second half of the 18th century” presents 18th-century
Vilnius  schools. Ewa Kula takes an in-depth look at the involvement of former Jes-
uits into the activities of the reformed educational system’s institutions (“Ex-Jesuits
of Vilnius in the service of the Commission of National Education”), while Ina
Kazuro sheds new light on the graphic art image so widespread in historiography
of Vilnius University in the times of the Commission of National Education -
then known as the Principal School of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania; this image
is the distinguishing vignette used for this issue of Eighteenth-Century Studies.
The scholar’s research showed that an engraving in a book can become a unique
source for research of the history of Vilnius University, reflecting the scope of
reforms devised by its witnesses, albeit unable to be realised in time.

The fourth part of the publication “Names and faces of Vilnius” features two
articles that give a broader introduction to the activities of representatives from
two different fields — the artist and scholar — in Vilnius in the second half of the
18th century. Rata Janoniené discloses the history of the life and creative pursuits
of a hitherto little-known artist, Konstanty Ottosielski (“Born in Ukraine — be-
coming an inhabitant of Vilnius: artist Konstanty Ottosielski (1739-1809)”),
while Paulina Paul takes a more detailed look at the activities of the botanist and
Vilnius University natural history professor, the priest Stanistaw Bonifacy Jundzilt
(1761-1847), in taking care of the Vilnius University Botanical Gardens and the
collections of the natural history cabinet and their expansion into a high Euro-
pean-grade education and research space in late 18th — early 19th-century Vilnius
(“The concept of an Enlightenment museum in the scholastic and pedagogical
activities of Fr Stanistaw Jundzitt”).

The articles published in the 10th volume of Eighteenth-Century Studies
testify that in spite of the destruction and losses experienced in the middle of
the 17th century and the beginning of the 18th century, the capital of the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania gradually recovered and grew stronger. During the whole
18th century, Vilnius remained the most important of Lithuania’ cities, serving
as the centre of politics, religion and economy dealing with the most important
political affairs in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania.
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